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November 22, 2008

Dear Anna,

How exciting it is for me to give - and for you to receive - your first study 
Bible! As you read and study (remember it is a study Bible!) the 
Bible, here are a few things to remember.

1. All of Scripture is God-breathed. That means every word is inspired, 
inerrant and authoritative because it is God speaking (Prov. 30:5; Ps. 
119:160; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21).

2. You will avoid sin and keep your way pure by hiding God's Word in 
your heart (Ps. 119:9, 11).

3. By immersing yourself in God's Word you will become wise unto 
salvation (2 Tim. 3:15), as you will learn Jesus is our wisdom (1 Cor. 
1:30).
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4. Though the Bible contains many different stories written by many different 

authors using a number of different writing styles, always remember that 
Jesus is the One who unites them all together (Jn. 5:39).

5. Not only does Jesus unite the stories and the Old and New Testaments, He 

is the interpretive lens through which we read and understand the whole 
Bible (Lk. 24:25-27), as He is its fulfillment (Matt. 5:17-20).

6. One of the observations made of the early Christians was that they were 
different from the world, and it was because they had been "with Jesus" 

(Acts 4:13). Spending time with Jesus meditating upon the Word will 
make you different.

7. Ultimately you will be different because you will become like the Son, 

Jesus, through the transforming ministry of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 17:17; 
Rom. 8:28-30). The Holy Spirit who inspired the Word is the same Holy 

Spirit who will illuminate that Word (1 Cor. 2:12-16). 

In the Name of the Trinitarian God - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Love,

Dad
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SCRIPTURE ON SCRIPTURE
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Deuteronomy 17:18-
20

Deuteronomy 32:44-
47

Joshua 1:8-9

I Kings 22 (Josiah)

Ezra 7:6, 10

Nehemiah 8:1-10

Psalm 1

Isaiah 66:1-3

Matthew 4:4

Mark 13:31

Luke 16:27-31

1 Timothy 4:13 
(Luke 4:16-20)

Hebrews 3:7-19; 
4:6-13

1 Peter 1:23-25

Revelation 1:3
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CONTEMPORARY 

CHALLENGES
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Challenges Today

1. The postmodern shift in epistemology 
(i.e. post-foundational) has led some 
evangelicals to question propositional 
revelation.

2. A significant number of conservative 
students have/are graduating with 
doctorates in biblical studies and theology 
from non-evangelical institutions.

3. Relevance and respectability in the guild 
is often desired more than faithfulness.
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4. The notion of parallelomania is used when doing 
background study, and if a similar account is 
found in some other ANE document, it flattens 
and possibly even negates the supernatural 
nature of the Word.

5. Modernism’s strength was an emphasis on 
truth; its weakness was that it came at the 
expense of God’s overarching story.  
Postmodernism’s strength is an emphasis on 
story; its weakness is that it comes at the 
expense of Truth.  
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6. There is a healthy focus on the church 
doing theology (e.g. Vanhoozer, Green).  
This is good.  But the problem is that it is 
often theology that is tangentially related 
to the Bible.
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Issues

1.Inerrancy

2.Authority

3.Sufficiency (complete)

4.Hermeneutics

5.Canon

6.Word and Spirit

7.“Today” Response

8.Aliteracy
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Challenging Inerrancy and 

Authority

Peter Enns, Inspiration and Incarnation: Evangelicals and the Problem of 
the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005). 

N. T. Wright, The Last Word: Beyond the Bible Wars to a New 
Understanding of the Authority of Scripture (New York: HarperOne, 
2005).

Craig D. Allert, A High View of Scripture? The Authority of the Bible and 
the Formation of the New Testament Canon. Evangelical 
Ressourcement: Ancient Sources for the Church’s Future (Grand 
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007).

A. T. B. McGowan, The Divine Authenticity of Scripture: Retrieving an 
Evangelical Heritage (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2008).

Kenton L. Sparks, God’s Word in Human Words: An Evangelical 
Appropriation of Critical Biblical Scholarship (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2008).

Phyllis Tickle, The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing and 
Why (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2008).
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Responses to and Defense of 

Inerrancy

G. K. Beale, The Erosion of Inerrancy in Evangelicalism: 

Responding to New Challenges to Biblical Authority

(Wheaton: Crossway, 2008).

Stephen J. Nichols and Eric T. Brandt, Ancient Word, Changing 

Worlds: the Doctrine of Scripture in a Modern Age 

(Wheaton: Crossway, 2009).

Timothy Ward, Words of Life: Scripture as the living and 
active word of God (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2009).

John N. Oswalt, The Bible Among the Myths: Unique 

Revelation or Just Ancient Literature? (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2009).

D. A. Carson, ed. The Scripture Project (projected release –

Eerdmans, 2012).
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D. A. Carson, “Three Books on the Bible: A Critical Review,”

Reformation 21 (April 2006): 
http://www.reformation21.org/shelf-life/three-books-on-the-

bible-a-critical-review.php

Robert W. Yarbrough, “The Embattled Bible: Four More Books,”
Themelios 34/1 (April 2009): 

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/publications/34-1/the-
embattled-bible-four-more-books/

Jason S. Sexton, “How Far Beyond Chicago? Assessing Recent 

Attempts to Reframe the Inerrancy Debate,” Themelios 34/1 
(April 2009): http://thegospelcoalition.org/publications/34-1/how-

far-beyond-chicago-assessing-recent-attempts-to-reframe-the-
inerrancy-debate/
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EFCA STATEMENT OF FAITH: 

ARTICLE 2: THE BIBLE

15

The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old 

and New Testaments, through the words of human authors. 
As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without 

error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His 

will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every 
realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. 

Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed 

in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22; 

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the 
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the 
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).

21

The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).

24

The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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God’s gospel is authoritatively revealed 
in the Scriptures.

26

The Bible

2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures (Matt. 1:22;

4:4; 19:4,5; Heb. 1:1-2), both Old and New Testaments (2 Pet. 
3:15,16), through the words of human authors (Lk. 1:1-4). As the 

verbally inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21), the
Bible is without error in the original writings (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 

7:28; Prov. 30:5; Ps. 119:96, 160; Matt. 5:18; Jn. 10:35; 17:17;
Tit. 1:1,2), the complete revelation of His will for salvation (Lk. 

16:29-31; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 Tim. 3:15), and the ultimate authority by 
which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged (Jn. 17:17; 1 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:23; Ps. 
119:44,45,165). Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches (Matt. 22:29; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16), obeyed in all that 
it requires (Matt. 28:20; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Jn. 2:5), and trusted in 

all that it promises (Rom. 1:2; 4:21; Heb. 10:23; 2 Pet. 1:4; 
3:13).
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EFCA STATEMENT OF FAITH 

COMMENTARY

28

I. GOD HAS SPOKEN

29

God stands behind the Bible.

1. God accommodates Himself to talk in human languages.  God is 

not only sovereign and transcendent, but also personal, a talking 
God, one who can and does act.

2. God has graciously self-disclosed Himself.  This self-disclosure is 

contained in the Bible (the Canon), which means it is the basis of 
authority.

3. Because God's self-disclosure is the whole Bible, we cannot 
approach it atomistically.  Rather we need to see it as a whole.

4. Because God has disclosed Himself in the Bible, we must study 

The Text in order to know God, and anything else too.

5. As we approach the Bible, we must also think through how God, 

our Creator, views our finiteness.

30

The Bible’s claims concerning Itself

God’s Word is reliable in every way

1. It is free from all impurities (Ps. 12:6).

2. It is eternal and unchanging in the heaven (Ps. 
119:89; Isa. 40:6-8; Matt. 24:35; 1 Pet. 1:24-
25).

3. It has unique and unlimited perfection (Ps. 
119:96).

4. It proves true in every word (Prov. 30:5).

5. It is not only true in each part, but it is also 
“truth” when the parts are added together (Ps. 
119:160).
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II. Bible’s claims concerning Itself

6. It is not limited to the truthfulness of man, but 
is as truthful as God Himself (Num. 23:19; 1 
Sam. 15:29).

7. Any historical detail in the Old Testament 
narrative can be cited with confidence that it both 
“happened” and “was written down for our 
instruction” (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11).

8. Every word spoken in Scripture has been 
spoken by God who never lies (Tit. 1:2) and for 
whom lying is impossible (Heb. 6:18).

9. God’s Word is not only “true”; it is “truth” (Jn. 
17:17).

32

II. GOD HAS SPOKEN IN THE 

SCRIPTURES

33

A. The Bible Consists of Both Old and New 
Testaments

34

Main Criteria for Canonicity

A. The Authority of Jesus

B. Conformity to the Rule of Faith

C. Apostolicity (and thus antiquity)

D. Acceptance and Usage by the Church (churches) 

(Vincentian Canon – “that which that which has been 
believed everywhere, always and by all,” cf. Chapter 4 of 

The Commonitory (or The Commitorium), AD 434.

In sum, the church did not create the New Testament canon 

(contrary to the RCC), but rather acknowledged the 

documents that God had inspired as authoritative for the 
faith and practice of Christians, that which was orthodox.  

It was the gospel in these Texts that God used to birth the 
church.

35

Biblical References

Deuteronomy 4:2

Revelation 22:18-19

Jesus’ view of Scripture

Law, psalms and prophets (Lk. 24:27, 44), the TaNaK
(Torah [law], Nephilim [prophets], Ketuvim

[writings])

New Testament as Scripture

1 Timothy 5:17-18 (Dt. 25:4; Lk. 10:7)

2 Peter 3:15-16
36

Christo-centric

Hebrews 1:1-2

Promise Given

John 14:26; 16:13-14
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37

A.D.367, Thirty-ninth Paschal Letter of 
Athanasius contained the twenty-seven 
books of the New Testament (representing 
the eastern part of the Mediterranean 
world).

A.D. 397, Council of Carthage recognized 
the same twenty-seven books of the New 
Testament (representing the western part 
of the Mediterranean world).

38

Apocrypha (=things that are hidden.  This literature 
was not in the Hebrew Bible but it was included 
in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Old Testament.

1 and 2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, the Rest of Esther, 
the Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch 
(including the Epistle of Jeremiah), the Song of 
the Three Holy Children, Susanna, Bel and the 
Dragon, the Prayer of Manasseh, and 1 and 2 
Maccabees.

39

The Roman Catholic Church accepted the 
Apocrypha as part of the canon at the 
Council of Trent in 1546 (with the 
exception of 1 and 2 Esdras and the 
Prayer of Manasseh).  The RCC will refer 
to this literature as deutercanonical, viz. a 
later addition to the canon.

40

The Gospel of Thomas (par. 114):

“Simon Peter said to them: ‘Let Mary go 
away from us, for women are not worthy 
of life.’ Jesus said: ‘Lo, I shall lead here, 
so that I may make her a male, that she 
too may become a living spirit, resembling 
you males.  For every woman who makes 
herself a male will enter the kingdom of 
heaven.’”

41

The Gospel of Judas: 

Jesus whispers to Judas, “You will exceed all 
of them [the other apostles presumably, 
though a dozen lines are missing in the 
text just before this statement’.  For you 
will sacrifice the man that clothes me.”

42

Daniel Wallace states four reasons why this 
was never considered part of the canon:

1.The Gospel of Judas is a Gnostic 
document.

2.It did not pass the test of antiquity.

3.It did not pass the test of apostolicity.

4.It did not pass the test of catholicity.
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43

A. The Bible Consists of Both Old and New 
Testaments

B. God Has Spoken Through the Words of 
Human Authors

44

Process - Men moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21)

1. This is extremely important to know and understand –
“Above all, you must understand.” (1:20a).

2. Scripture/Prophecy does not originate in the mind or will 
of the prophet, or based on his assessment or 

interpretation of an event, either past or future – “no 

prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation” (1:20b).

45

3. Scripture/Prophecy did not have its origin in man, but in 

God.

4. Men were the means through which God communicated 

His inerrant Word – “but men spoke from God”

(2:21b).

5. The Holy Spirit guided the process of inspiration, which 

resulted in inerrancy, as they ensured men 
communicated through writing the very words of God –

“as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit

(2:21c).

46

A. The Bible Consists of Both Old and New 
Testaments

B. God Has Spoken Through the Words of 
Human Authors

C. The Bible Is the Verbally Inspired Word of 
God

47

Result: All Scripture is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16).

1. The Divine Origin of Scripture – “All Scripture is God-

breathed” (3:16).

2. The Extent of Inspiration – “All Scripture is God-breathed 

(3:16a; cf. Ps. 119:160; Jn. 10:35).

a. In the absence of a verb, it seems natural to construe the two 
adjectives (“God-breathed” and “profitable”) in the same manner.

b. The construction of 2 Timothy 3:16 is identical to that of 1 

Timothy 4:4, where the two adjectives are clearly predicative.

48

c. In an attributive construction we would expect the adjective, in 

this case “God-breathed”, to appear before “Scripture.”

d. Word joined by kai (“and”) are usually understood as linked by 
this conjunction.

e. The attributive interpretation seems to leave open the possibility 

that there might be some uninspired Scripture.

3. The Focus of Scripture – the holy Scriptures “are able 

to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus (3:15b; cf. Matt. 5:17-20; Lk. 24:25-27; Jn. 5:39; 

2 Cor. 1:20).
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4. The Focus of Scripture – the holy Scriptures “are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus (3:15b; cf. Matt. 5:17-20; Lk. 24:25-27; Jn. 
5:39; 2 Cor. 1:20).

5. The Broad Usefulness of Scripture– “. . . and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness” (3:16b; cf. Dt. 32:47; Matt. 4:4; Rom. 

15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11; 2 Tim. 4:2-5).

6. The Specific Purpose of the Scripture – “so that the 

man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work” (3:17; cf. Eph. 2:10).

50

C. The Bible Is the Verbally Inspired Word of 
God

1. The Bible Is Without Error

51

C. The Bible Is the Verbally Inspired Word of 
God

1. The Bible Is Without Error

a) Two Qualifications

52

Hermeneutics

There are various ways the two Testaments of the Bible, the Old and 

New Testaments, have been understood.

1. The Old Testament has been superseded by the New Testament -
Old vs. New.

2. The Old Testament is now in antithesis to the New Testament -
Law vs. Gospel

3. The Old Testament is temporarily on hold - Israel vs. Church.

4. The Old Testament and the New Testament form one record of 
God‘s redemptive history, salvation history.  Five concepts help us 

understand this.
a. Christology

b. Salvation History

c. Typology

d. Promise and Fulfillment

e. Continuity and Discontinuity

53

Faithful interpretation requires that one know the kind of 

writing the author is using to convey his/His message.

Genre - this should be conceived as a grouping of literary 
works based upon both outer form (specific meter or 

structure) and also upon inner form (attitude, tone, 

purpose - more crudely, subject matter and audience.

Narrative Law

Poetry Wisdom

Prophecy Apocalyptic

Parable Epistle

54

Christ is the interpretive lens through which the Bible is understood.

� The Scriptures testify about Jesus (Jn. 5:39-40).

� Moses, the Law and the Prophets wrote about Jesus (Jn. 1:45; 
5:46).

� Isaiah saw Jesus' glory (Jn. 12:41).

� Jesus taught that all the Scriptures were about Himself (Lk. 
24:25-27).

� Jesus fulfilled the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17-20).

� Paul used the Law of Moses and the Prophets to validate that 
Jesus is the Christ (Acts 28:23).

� Jesus is the end of the law (Rom 10:4) and he makes the first 
covenant obsolete (Heb. 8:13).

� Jesus was the 'Yes' of all of God's promises (2 Cor. 1:20).
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There are different ways of reading the Bible.

1.Devotional – personal, spiritual nourishment, a 
“quiet time”

2.Homiletical – gleaning insights for teaching 
and/or preaching to others.

3.Academic – asking questions and attempting to 
resolve questions of authorship, date, etc.

56

C. The Bible Is the Verbally Inspired Word of 
God

1. The Bible Is Without Error

a) Two Qualifications

b) The Bible Is Without Error in the Original Writings

57

Greg L. Bahnsen, "The Inerrancy of the Autographa" in 

Inerrancy edited by Norman L. Geisler (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1980), 151-193. 

Chapter Summary

While the Bible teaches its own inerrancy, the inscripturation

and copying of God’s Word require us to identify the 

specific and proper object of inerrancy as the text of the 
original autographa. This time-honored, common-sense 

view of evangelicals has been criticized and ridiculed since 
the days of the modernist controversy over 

Scripture. Nevertheless, according to the attitude of the 

biblical writers, who could and did distinguish copies from 
the autographa, copies of the Bible could serve the 

purposes of revelation and function with authority only 

because they were assumed to be tethered to the 
autographic text and its criteriological authority. 58

The evangelical doctrine pertains to the autographic 
text, not the autographic codex, and maintains that 

present copies and translations are inerrant to the 

extent that they accurately reflect the biblical 
originals; thus the inspiration and inerrancy of present 

Bibles is not an all-or-nothing matter. Evangelicals 

maintain the doctrine of original inerrancy, not as an 

apologetic artifice, but on sound theological grounds: 
(1) the inspiration of copyists and the perfect 

transmission of Scripture have not been promised by 

God and (2) the extraordinary quality of God’s 
revealed Word must be guarded against arbitrary 

alteration.

59

The importance of original inerrancy is not that God 
cannot accomplish His purpose except through a 

completely errorless text, but that without it we 

cannot consistently confess the veracity of God, be 
fully assured of the scriptural promise of salvation, or 

maintain the epistemological authority and theological 

axiom of sola Scriptura (for errors in the original, 

unlike those in transmission, would not be correctable 
in principle). We can be assured that we possess the 

Word of God in our present Bibles because of God’s 

providence; He does not allow His aims in revealing 
Himself to be frustrated. Indeed, the results of textual 

criticism confirm that we possess a biblical text that is 

substantially identical with the autographa.
60

Finally, contrary to recent criticisms, the doctrine of 
original inerrancy (or inspiration) is not unprovable, is 

not undermined by the use of amanuenses by the 

biblical writers, and is not contravened by the New 
Testament use of the Septuagint as 

“Scripture.” Therefore, the evangelical restriction of 

inerrancy to the original autographa is warranted, 

important, and defensible; further, it does not 
jeopardize the adequacy and authority of our present 

Bibles. Accordingly, the doctrine of original inerrancy 

can be commended to all believers who are sensitive 
to the authority of the Bible as the very Word of God 

and who wish to propagate it as such today.
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5700 Greek Manuscripts

19,000 Latin, Coptic, Syriac, Georgian, 
Armenian, Ethiopic

2450 Lectionaries – early church Bible reading 
guide 

86,000 (Dan Wallace states they quote more 
than a million times) Early Church Fathers 
Quotations – if all of our manuscripts of the 
New Testament disappeared tomorrow, 
almost the entire New Testament could be 
constructed from their writings.

62

Comparison – Homer’s Illiad.  There are 
about 2500 manuscripts in existence 
today.  The earliest is from 400 B.C.  But 
Homer wrote the Illiad in 900 B.C., a gap 
of 500 years.

63

Bart D. Ehrman
The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture: The Effect of Early Christological 

Controversies on the Text of the New Testament (Oxford University Press, 
1996)

The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and

Restoration (4th Edition) with Bruce Metzger(Oxford University Press, 
2005)

Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew 
(Oxford University Press, 2005)

Lost Scriptures: Books that Did Not Make It into the New Testament (Oxford 

University Press, 2005)

Truth and Fiction in The Da Vinci Code: A Historian Reveals What We Really 

Know about Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and Constantine (Oxford University 
Press, 2006)

Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why
(HarperOne, 2007)

Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (And 

Why We Don't Know About Them) (HarperOne, 2010)

64

Responses

Timothy Paul Jones, Misquoting Truth: A 
Guide to the Fallacies of Bart Ehrman’s
Misquoting Jesus (Downers Grove: IVP, 
2007).

Darrell L. Bock and Daniel B. Wallace, 
Dethroning Jesus: Exposing Popular 
Culture’s Quest to Unseat the Biblical 
Christ (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2007).

65

Peter Enns

He suggests that we read the Bible 
incarnationally.  By this he means we 
must avoid the error of Docetism, an early 
church heresy that denied the humanity of 
Christ (Christ only seemed or appeared to 
be human).  Biblical docetism ignores or 
downplays the “human” side of the Bible.  
For Enns, this means we must accept 
limitations and ignorance of original 
authors of the Bible.

66

Enns presents three areas of argumentation that support his 

thesis of supporting his incarnational model.

First, he presents a number of examples of parallels and 
relationships between literature and stories from the 

ancient world and the Bible questioning the Bible’s 

uniqueness.

� Enuma Elish (Babylonian Genesis) and Genesis creation 

account.

� Gilgamesh epic, an ancient story that references a flood, and 
the Genesis flood account.

� Nuzi documents (northern Iraq) and Hittite Suzerainty treaties, 

which reflect similar legal and cultural norms as found in the 
Bible.

� Code of Hammurabi and the Mosaic Law.
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Second, Enns raises the question about the 
internal consistency and integrity of the 
Bible by pointing out diversity within the 
Old Testament, e.g. Synoptic Gospels.

Third, he also questions the way in which 
the New Testament used the Old 
Testament.

68

Millard Erickson, Concise Dictionary of Christian Theology, rev. 

ed. (Wheaton: Crossway, 2001)

� Inerrancy, doctrine of – The variously interpreted teaching 
that the Bible contains no error in that which it affirms.

� Inerrancy, Full – The view that the Bible is completely 

truthful in all that it teaches, but that not all of its allusions 

need be regarded as assertions.

� Infallibility – A reference to the doctrine that the Bible is 

unfailing in its purpose. In some usages of the term the 

Bible’s authority may be restricted to matters of salvation. 
[My comment: We would refer to this latter statement as 

“limited inerrancy,” i.e. the Bible is inerrant in matters of 
salvation, matters of faith and practice, but not in its 

references to history and science. This understanding is 

why some do not like this word to refer to Scripture.]

69

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000).

�Inerrancy: The idea that Scripture in the 
original manuscripts does not affirm 
anything that is contrary to fact.

�Infallibility: The idea that Scripture is not 
able to lead us astray in matters of faith 
and practice.

70

THE CHICAGO 

STATEMENT ON BIBLICAL 

INERRANCY

1978

71

The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy 
(October 1978, which was followed by a 
Statement on Hermeneutics in 1982 and 
Application in 1986: ICBI)

http://www.alliancenet.org/partner/Article_
Display_Page/0,,PTID307086%7CCHID75
0054%7CCIID2094584,00.html

72

A Short Statement

1. God, who is Himself Truth and speaks truth only, has 
inspired Holy Scripture in order thereby to reveal 

Himself to lost mankind through Jesus Christ as 

Creator and Lord, Redeemer and Judge. Holy 
Scripture is God's witness to Himself.

2. Holy Scripture, being God's own Word, written by 

men prepared and superintended by His Spirit, is of 
infallible divine authority in all matters upon which it 

touches: it is to be believed, as God's instruction, in 

all that it affirms; obeyed, as God's command, in all 
that it requires; embraced, as God's pledge, in all 

that it promises.
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A Short Statement

3. The Holy Spirit, Scripture's divine Author, both 
authenticates it to us by His inward witness and 
opens our minds to understand its meaning.

4. Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is 
without error or fault in all its teaching, no less 
in what it states about God's acts in creation, 
about the events of world history, and about its 
own literary origins under God, than in its 
witness to God's saving grace in individual lives.

74

5. The authority of Scripture is inescapably 
impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in any 
way limited or disregarded, or made relative to a 
view of truth contrary to the Bible's own; and 
such lapses bring serious loss to both the 
individual and the Church.

75

ARTICLES OF 

AFFIRMATION AND 

DENIAL

76

Article I

We affirm that the Holy Scriptures are to be 
received as the authoritative Word of 
God.

We deny that the Scriptures receive their 
authority from the Church, tradition, or 
any other human source.

77

Article II

We affirm that the Scriptures are the 
supreme written norm by which God 
binds the conscience, and that the 
authority of the Church is subordinate to 
that of Scripture.

We deny that Church creeds, councils, or 
declarations have authority greater than 
or equal to the authority of the Bible.

78

Article III

We affirm that the written Word in its 
entirety is revelation given by God.

We deny that the Bible is merely a witness 
to revelation, or only becomes revelation 
in encounter, or depends on the 
responses of men for its validity.
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Article IV

We affirm that God who made mankind in His 
image has used language as a means of 
revelation.

We deny that human language is so limited by 
our creatureliness that it is rendered 
inadequate as a vehicle for divine revelation. 
We further deny that the corruption of 
human culture and language through sin has 
thwarted God's work of inspiration.

80

Article V

We affirm that God's revelation in the Holy 
Scriptures was progressive.

We deny that later revelation, which may 
fulfill earlier revelation, ever corrects or 
contradicts it. We further deny that any 
normative revelation has been given 
since the completion of the New 
Testament writings.

81

Article VI

We affirm that the whole of Scripture and all 
its parts, down to the very words of the 
original, were given by divine inspiration.

We deny that the inspiration of Scripture 
can rightly be affirmed of the whole 
without the parts, or of some parts but 
not the whole.

82

Article VII

We affirm that inspiration was the work in 
which God by His Spirit, through human 
writers, gave us His Word. The origin of 
Scripture is divine. The mode of divine 
inspiration remains largely a mystery to 
us.

We deny that inspiration can be reduced to 
human insight, or to heightened states of 
consciousness of any kind.

83

Article VIII

We affirm that God in His Work of 
inspiration utilized the distinctive 
personalities and literary styles of the 
writers whom He had chosen and 
prepared.

We deny that God, in causing these writers 
to use the very words that He chose, 
overrode their personalities.

84

Article IX

We affirm that inspiration, though not 
conferring omniscience, guaranteed true 
and trustworthy utterance on all matters 
of which the Biblical authors were moved 
to speak and write.

We deny that the finitude or fallenness of 
these writers, by necessity or otherwise, 
introduced distortion or falsehood into 
God's Word.
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Article X

We affirm that inspiration, strictly speaking, applies 
only to the autographic text of Scripture, which 
in the providence of God can be ascertained 
from available manuscripts with great accuracy. 
We further affirm that copies and translations of 
Scripture are the Word of God to the extent that 
they faithfully represent the original.

We deny that any essential element of the Christian 
faith is affected by the absence of the 
autographs. We further deny that this absence 
renders the assertion of Biblical inerrancy invalid 
or irrelevant.

86

Article XI

We affirm that Scripture, having been given 
by divine inspiration, is infallible, so that, 
far from misleading us, it is true and 
reliable in all the matters it addresses.

We deny that it is possible for the Bible to 
be at the same time infallible and errant 
in its assertions. Infallibility and 
inerrancy may be distinguished, but not 
separated.

87

Article XII

We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is 
inerrant, being free from all falsehood, 
fraud, or deceit.

We deny that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy 
are limited to spiritual, religious, or 
redemptive themes, exclusive of assertions 
in the fields of history and science. We 
further deny that scientific hypotheses about 
earth history may properly be used to 
overturn the teaching of Scripture on 
creation and the flood. 88

Article XIII

We affirm the propriety of using inerrancy as a theological 

term with reference to the complete truthfulness of 

Scripture.

We deny that it is proper to evaluate Scripture according to 

standards of truth and error that are alien to its usage or 
purpose. We further deny that inerrancy is negated by 

Biblical phenomena such as a lack of modern technical 

precision, irregularities of grammar or spelling, 
observational descriptions of nature, the reporting of 

falsehoods, the use of hyperbole and round numbers, the 
topical arrangement of material, variant selections of 

material in parallel accounts, or the use of free citations.

89

Article XIV 

We affirm the unity and internal consistency 
of Scripture.

We deny that alleged errors and 
discrepancies that have not yet been 
resolved vitiate the truth claims of the 
Bible.

90

Article XV

We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy is 
grounded in the teaching of the Bible 
about inspiration.

We deny that Jesus' teaching about 
Scripture may be dismissed by appeals to 
accommodation or to any natural 
limitation of His humanity.
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Article XVI

We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy has 
been integral to the Church's faith 
throughout its history.

We deny that inerrancy is a doctrine 
invented by Scholastic Protestantism, or is 
a reactionary position postulated in 
response to negative higher criticism.

92

Article XVII

We affirm that the Holy Spirit bears witness 
to the Scriptures, assuring believers of the 
truthfulness of God's written Word.

We deny that this witness of the Holy Spirit 
operates in isolation from or against 
Scripture.

93

Article XVIII

We affirm that the text of Scripture is to be 
interpreted by grammatical-historical 
exegesis, taking account of its literary forms 
and devices, and that Scripture is to interpret 
Scripture.

We deny the legitimacy of any treatment of the 
text or quest for sources lying behind it that 
leads to relativizing, dehistoricizing, or 
discounting its teaching, or rejecting its 
claims to authorship.

94

Article XIX

We affirm that a confession of the full authority, 
infallibility, and inerrancy of Scripture is vital to a 
sound understanding of the whole of the 
Christian faith. We further affirm that such 
confession should lead to increasing conformity 
to the image of Christ.

We deny that such confession is necessary for 
salvation. However, we further deny that 
inerrancy can be rejected without grave 
consequences, both to the individual and to the 
Church.

95

Definition

“Inerrancy means that when all facts are known, 
the Scriptures in their original autographs and 
properly interpreted will be shown to be wholly 
true in everything that they affirm, whether that 
has to do with doctrine or morality or with the 
social, physical, or life sciences.” (Paul Feinberg, 
“The Meaning of Inerrancy,”p. 294, in Inerrancy, 
ed. Norman L. Geisler (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1980)), 267-304.

96

Two observations

1.No doctrine of inerrancy can determine in 
advance the solution to individual or 
specific problem passages.

2.Inerrancy is a doctrine that must be 
asserted, but which may not be 
demonstrated with respect to all the 
phenomena of Scripture.
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Three qualifications

1. Inerrancy applies equally to all parts of 
the Scripture as originally written 
(autographa).

2. Inerrancy is intimately tied up with 
hermeneutics.

3. Inerrancy is related to Scripture’s 
intention.

98

Misunderstandings

1. Inerrancy does not demand strict adherence to 
the rules of grammar.

2. Inerrancy does not exclude the use either of 
figures of speech or of a given literary genre.

3. Inerrancy does not demand historical or 
semantic precision.

4. Inerrancy does not demand the technical 
language of modern science.

99

5. Inerrancy does not require verbal exactness in 
the citation of the Old Testament by the New.

6. Inerrancy does not demand that the Logia Jesu
(the sayings of Jesus) contain the ipsissima verba
(the exact words) of Jesus, only the ipsissima vox
(the exact voice).

7. Inerrancy does not guarantee the exhaustive 
comprehensiveness of any single account or of 
combined accounts where those are involved.

8. Inerrancy does not demand the infallibility or 
inerrancy of the noninspired sources used by 
biblical writers.

100

C. The Bible Is the Verbally Inspired Word of 
God

1. The Bible Is Without Error

a) Two Qualifications

b) The Bible Is Without Error in the Original Writings

2. The Bible Is Complete – “the complete 
revelation of His will for salvation”

101

Sufficiency of Scripture 

The Scripture is sufficient in that in contains all the words of

God He intended at each stage of redemptive history, and 
that now it contains everything we need God to tell us 

about life, purpose and salvation.

Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 1:1-4; Jms. 1:18; 1 Pet. 
1:23; 2 Pet. 1:3

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 200), 127-138

102

Practical Applications of the sufficiency of 
Scripture (Grudem, 130-134).

1. The sufficiency of Scripture should encourage us as 
we try to discover what God would have us think 

(about a particular doctrinal issue) or to do (in a 

particular situation).

2. The sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that we are to 

add nothing to Scripture, and that we are to consider 
no other writings of equal value to Scripture.

3. The sufficiency of Scripture also tells us that God does 
not require us to believe anything about Himself or 

His redemptive work that is not found in Scripture.
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4. The sufficiency of Scripture shows us that no modern 
revelations from God are to be placed on a level equal 

to Scripture in authority.

5. With regard to living the Christian life, the sufficiency 

of Scripture reminds us that nothing is sin that is not 

forbidden by Scripture either explicitly or by 
implication.

6. The sufficiency of Scripture also tells us that nothing 
is required of us by God that is not commanded in 

Scripture either explicitly or by implication.

7. The sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that in our 

doctrinal and ethical teaching we should emphasize 

what Scripture emphasizes and be content with what 
God has told us in Scripture. 104

C. The Bible Is the Verbally Inspired Word of 
God

1. The Bible Is Without Error

a) Two Qualifications

b) The Bible Is Without Error in the Original Writings

2. The Bible Is Complete – “the complete 
revelation of His will for salvation”

3. The Bible Is Authoritative – “ultimate 
authority by which every realm of human 
knowledge and endeavor should be judged”

105

“The authority of Scripture means that all 
the words in Scripture are God’s words in 
such a way that to disbelieve or disobey 
any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or 
disobey God.”

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 
73).

106

III. OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S 

WORD

107

“What should be the believer’s posture in relation to the 
Bible?” These are not given in order of importance, 

and are not exhaustive.

We, like Luther, sit under the Word and let It judge us; 

we, unlike Erasmus, do not sit above the Word and 

Judge It.

� Believe the Word (Lk. 24:25)

� Study the Word (2 Tim. 2:15)

� Obey the Word (Lk. 11:28; Jms. 1:22)

� Preach/Teach the Word (2 Tim. 4:2)

� Hide the Word in the heart (Ps. 119:11)

108

� Delight in the Word (Ps. 1:2a)

� Meditate on the Word (Ps. 1:2b)

� Listen/Hear the Word (Lk. 9:35; 11:28)

� Eagerness for the Word (Acts 17:11a)

� Examination of the Word (Acts 17:11b)

� Dependent upon the Lord/Word (Jn. 15:5; Rom. 
11:33-36)

� Growth in Christlikeness through the Word (Jn. 
17:17)

� Living and Active, Life-Transforming Word (Heb. 
4:12)



19

109

� Prayerful under the Word (Ps. 119:18; 1 Cor. 
2:12-14; Eph. 1:17-21)

� Expectant because of the Word (Isa. 55:11)

� Open to be changed by the Lord/Word (Ps. 
119:18; Lk. 24:45; Acts 16:14)

� Nourishment/Food/Life from the Word (Dt. 8:3; 
Matt. 4:4)

� Read the Word (1 Tim. 4:13)

� Bow/Worship the Lord of the Word before the 
Word of the Lord (Neh. 8:5-6)


