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It is always a joy to bring new members into our fellowship.  Every time we bring in new members, it is important for us to remember two things.  First, this is a time to thank God for His grace that changes lives.  These people have testified, and give evidence, that God has miraculously, supernaturally changed their lives.  God still changes lives, and we thank Him for this, and rejoice because of it.  
Second, as Christians it important for as to know that we are not lone rangers.  We are part of the larger body of Christ, and we are to commit to one another in a local church.  We are born again one at a time, but we are born again into a family and we acknowledge that today.  

 

We remind one another of the three marks of a true church when we welcome people into membership.  They are very important, and are as follows: 

1) faithful preaching of the Word of God, 

2) regular celebration of the ordinances, and 

3) discipline. 

 

Membership at Trinity Church consists of those persons who 

· profess belief in the Lord Jesus Christ as a personal Savior;  

· whose character and conduct and reputation confirm with their profession of faith in Christ.  It is more than merely saying something is true, but it also is important that their lives evidence and manifest what they say with their lips is true.  This certainly does not mean they do this perfectly, which will not happen in any one of our lives.  But the goal, the focus, the motivation is that our lives would be consistent with the truth we profess - that Jesus Christ is Lord.  As we say many times, it is both lips and life.

· will agree to abide by the Constitution and By-laws of the church.  No, these items are not the Bible, but they are something that we have agreed upon as a local church body, which will govern our relationships with one another. 

 

[Name] has been through a Membership Class and s/he has had a Membership Interview with the Elder Council.  Now when we publicly receive [Name] into membership we ask him/her to share their testimony, i.e., what God has done, with the church body.

 

Individual’s Testimony

 

As [Name] becomes a member, he/she agrees publicly his/her intent 

· to participate regularly and faithfully in the life of the church.  

· to serve with the spiritual gifts with which God has blessed him/her. 

· to build up the body of Christ. 

· to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

· to avail oneself regularly of the means of grace.

· to be under the scriptural discipline of the Church.  

 

[Name], if this is true please respond by saying, “I do.”

 

You have made some public commitments to the Lord, and to this local body of Christ.  One of the encouraging things is that just as you made some commitments to your brothers and sisters in Christ, your local church family also makes some commitments to you as a new family member.

 

Congregation stands

Do you agree to love, support and encourage [Name] as a fellow member of the church of God 

· that he may walk humbly with Christ, 

· that he may drink deeply of the Scriptures, 

· that he may grow in dependence on the Lord and 

· that he will ultimately be conformed into the image of Christ.  

 

If so, please respond by saying “We do.”

 

Prayer   

