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• Biblical Texts on Substitutionary Atonement (texts from Pierced for Our 

Transgressions: Rediscovering the Glory of Penal Substitution (Wheaton: 

Crossway, 2007); preached in It Is Well: Expositions on Substitutionary 

Atonement (Wheaton: Crossway, 2010).

• Exodus 12: The Passover

• Leviticus 16: The Day of Atonement

• Isaiah 52:13-53:12: Crushed for our Iniquities

• Mark 10:45: Ransom for Many

• Mark 15:33-34: Forsaken

• John 3:14-18: To Save the World

• John 11:47-52: Better That One Man Die

• Romans 3:21-26: Propitiation

• Romans 4:25: Delivered Over to Death for Our Sins

• Romans 5:8-10: Justified by His Blood

• Romans 8:1-4: Justified by His Blood

• Galatians 3:10-13: Becoming a Curse for Us

• 1 Peter 2:21-25: Bore Our Sins in His Body on the Tree

• 1 Peter 3:18: Christ Died for Sins

Exodus 12: 1-51

The Passover
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This 
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the 
first month of the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel 
that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a 
household. And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he 
and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your 
count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a 
year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs 
at twilight.

Exodus 12:1-6
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“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They 
shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not 
eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with 
its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let none of it remain 
until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you 
shall burn. In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt 
fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's 
Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 
and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you, on 
the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 
strike the land of Egypt.

Exodus12:7-13

“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall 
keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as 
a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. Seven days you 
shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove 
leaven out of your houses, for if anyone eats what is 
leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person 
shall be cut off from Israel. On the first day you shall hold a 
holy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly. No 
work shall be done on those days. But what everyone needs 
to eat, that alone may be prepared by you. And you shall 
observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I 
brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you 
shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a 
statute forever. In the first month, from the fourteenth day of 
the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until 
the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 

Exodus 12:14-18

For seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses. If 
anyone eats what is leavened, that person will be cut off from 
the congregation of Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a native 
of the land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling 
places you shall eat unleavened bread.”

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 
and select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and 
kill the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the 
blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two 
doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall 
go out of the door of his house until the morning. 

Exodus 12:19-22
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For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and 
when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and will not allow 
the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. You shall 
observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever. 
And when you come to the land that the Lord will give you, 
as he has promised, you shall keep this service. And when 
your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ 
you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, for he 
passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when 
he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the 
people bowed their heads and worshiped.

Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the Lord had 
commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

Exodus 12:23-28

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his 
throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the 
dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. And Pharaoh 
rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the 
Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was 
not a house where someone was not dead. Then he 
summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out 
from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; 
and go, serve the Lord, as you have said. Take your flocks 
and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me 
also!”

Exodus 12:29-32

The Exodus

The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out 
of the land in haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” So 
the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their 
shoulders. The people of Israel had also done as Moses told 
them, for they had asked the Egyptians for silver and gold 
jewelry and for clothing. And the Lord had given the people 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have 
what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

Exodus 12:33-36
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And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, 
about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and 
children. A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very 
much livestock, both flocks and herds. And they baked 
unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of 
Egypt, for it was not leavened, because they were thrust out of 
Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared any provisions 
for themselves.

The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 years. At 
the end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the Lord 
went out from the land of Egypt. It was a night of watching by the 
Lord, to bring them out of the land of Egypt; so this same night is 
a night of watching kept to the Lord by all the people of Israel 
throughout their generations.

Exodus 12:36-42

Institution of the Passover

And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the statute of 
the Passover: no foreigner shall eat of it, but every slave that is 
bought for money may eat of it after you have circumcised him. 
No foreigner or hired worker may eat of it. It shall be eaten in 
one house; you shall not take any of the flesh outside the house, 
and you shall not break any of its bones. All the congregation of 
Israel shall keep it. If a stranger shall sojourn with you and 
would keep the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be 
circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he shall be as 
a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. 
There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger who 
sojourns among you.”

All the people of Israel did just as the Lord commanded Moses 
and Aaron. And on that very day the Lord brought the people 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their hosts.

Exodus 12:43-51

Leviticus 16: 1-34 

The Day of Atonement

The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of 
Aaron, when they drew near before the Lord and died, and the 
Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at 
any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy 
seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear 
in the cloud over the mercy seat. But in this way Aaron shall 
come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin 
offering and a ram for a burnt offering. He shall put on the holy 
linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, 
and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the 
linen turban; these are the holy garments. He shall bathe his 
body in water and then put them on.

Leviticus 16:1-5
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And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Israel 
two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt 
offering.

“Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall 
make atonement for himself and for his house. Then he shall 
take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance 
of the tent of meeting. And Aaron shall cast lots over the two 
goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel. And 
Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord 
and use it as a sin offering, but the goat on which the lot fell for 
Azazel shall be presented alive before the Lord to make 
atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness 
to Azazel.

Leviticus 16:6-11

“Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and 
shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall 
kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. And he shall take a 
censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, and 
two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring 
it inside the veil and put the incense on the fire before the 
Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat 
that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. And he shall 
take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his 
finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in 
front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with 
his finger seven times.

Leviticus 16:11-14

“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the 
people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood 
as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy 
seat and in front of the mercy seat. Thus he shall make 
atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of 
the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their 
sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells 
with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. No one may be in 
the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement 
in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement 
for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 
Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and 
make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the 
bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns 
of the altar all around. 

Leviticus 16:15-18
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And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger 
seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the 
uncleannesses of the people of Israel.

“And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place 
and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live 
goat. And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the 
live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of 
Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall 
put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the 
wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. The goat 
shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he 
shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.

Leviticus 16:19-22

“Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take 
off the linen garments that he put on when he went into the 
Holy Place and shall leave them there. And he shall bathe his 
body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and 
come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of 
the people and make atonement for himself and for the people. 
And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar. And 
he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and 
bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the 
camp. And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin 
offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in 
the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin 
and their flesh and their dung shall be burned up with fire. 
And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his 
body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.

Leviticus 16:22-28

“And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh 
month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict 
yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the 
stranger who sojourns among you. For on this day shall 
atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean 
before the Lord from all your sins. It is a Sabbath of solemn rest 
to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 
And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his 
father's place shall make atonement, wearing the holy linen 
garments. He shall make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and 
he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for the altar, 
and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the 
people of the assembly. And this shall be a statute forever for 
you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel once in 
the year because of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the Lord 
commanded Moses.

Leviticus 16:29-34
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He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions

Behold, my servant shall act wisely;

he shall be high and lifted up,

and shall be exalted.

As many were astonished at you—

his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,

and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—

so shall he sprinkle many nations;

kings shall shut their mouths because of him;

for that which has not been told them they see,

and that which they have not heard they understand.

Who has believed what he has heard from us?

And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

For he grew up before him like a young plant,

and like a root out of dry ground;

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

and no beauty that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by men;

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;

and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Isaiah 52:13-15,53:1,2

Surely he has borne our griefs

and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,

smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions;

he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,

and with his wounds we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:3-6

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

yet he opened not his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

so he opened not his mouth.

By oppression and judgment he was taken away;

and as for his generation, who considered

that he was cut off out of the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people?

And they made his grave with the wicked

and with a rich man in his death,

although he had done no violence,

and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Isaiah 53:7-9
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Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;

he has put him to grief;

when his soul makes an offering for guilt,

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;

the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,

make many to be accounted righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,

because he poured out his soul to death

and was numbered with the transgressors;

yet he bore the sin of many,

and makes intercession for the transgressors.

Isaiah 53:9-12

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Mark 10:45

The Death of Jesus

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness 

over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth 

hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?”

Mark 15:33-34
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And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life.

For God So Loved the World

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only Son of God.

John 3:14-18

So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council 

and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many 

signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in 

him, and the Romans will come and take away both our 

place and our nation.” But one of them, Caiaphas, who 

was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing 

at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that 

one man should die for the people, not that the whole 

nation should perish.” He did not say this of his own 

accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that 

Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only, 

but also to gather into one the children of God who are 

scattered abroad.

John 11:47-52

The Righteousness of God Through Faith

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith 

in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to 

show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 

might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus.

Romans 3:21-26
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who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification

Romans 4:25

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now 

been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved 

by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 

by his life.

Romans 5:8-10

Life in the Spirit

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 

in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you 

free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God 

has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that 

the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 

us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 

the Spirit.

Romans 8:1-4
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The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for 

it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all 

things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now 

it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, 

for “The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is not of 

faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 

a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is 

hanged on a tree”—

Galatians 3:10-13

For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither 

was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he 

did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 

judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 

his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying 

like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2:21-25

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to 

death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,

1 Peter 3:18
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